[Received by email from Minister’s office for circulation to Castle Special Place Working Group, January 4, 2010]


Dear Ms. Pachal:
Thank you for your e-mail of December 8, 2009 and cover letter of the same date, on behalf of the Castle Special Place Working Group, providing the “Castle Special Place – Conceptual Proposal for Protected Areas” and requesting to meet with me.  I appreciate the opportunity to respond.

I am very pleased to see that the Castle Special Place Working Group has successfully engaged the community and stakeholders in your process to explore how conserving this area could contribute to social, environmental and economic benefits to Alberta.  It is important to have broad support within a community for these kinds of initiatives and I am impressed with the scope and scale of participation on your Working Group.
I have noted your proposal has a strong fit with the Terms of Reference that have been given to the Regional Advisory Council (RAC) for the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan (SSRP), and that your proposal includes balance among the social, environmental and economic outcomes.  The land Use Secretariat has already provided a copy of your supporting documents and report to the South Saskatchewan RAC members for their consideration.  I would encourage you to continue to provide input through the public and stakeholder consultation process as the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan is developed.
I am satisfied that you are following the right course of action in the appropriate venue, therefore a meeting at this time would be premature.  I urge you also to keep the MLA of the area, 
Mr. Evan Berger, engaged on your progress.  I have asked my staff to review your plan carefully and to draw from your work in their own roles and responsibilities for supporting the development of the Regional Plan.

Thank you again for keeping me informed on the progress of this initiative.

Sincerely,
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Cindy Ady
Minister of Tourism, Parks and Recreation
cc:
Honourable Rob Renner, Minister of Environment

Evan Berger, MLA for Livingstone-Macleod


Collin Jeffares, Chair, Regional Advisory Council, South Saskatchewan River Plan
